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John Zeiss has been entering photo competitions in the 
Sarasota area since 2001. His first 35mm camera was a 
used Zeiss-Ikon, purchased in the early 1960s. He owes 
all his photographic successes to his wife and shooting 
partner, Beverly, and his long membership in the Sarasota 
Camera Club. He is a Past President of the SCC and also 
of the Florida Camera Club Council. For information about 
this year’s contest, see page 16.

ABOUT THE COVER

HOURS & ADMISSIONS
 Garden Hours  The Gardens are open 10 am – 5 pm every day except  
  Christmas Day. Please check the website for special  
  event and weather closings.
 Admission  Members: Free Adults: $20 
  Children 4-17: $10 3 & under: Free
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Dr. Laurey T. Stryker, Chair of the Advisory Committee

Would you prefer to receive your Tropical Dispatch electronically? 
If so, please email us at marketing@selby.org to be part of our 
conservation efforts. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

Much like an artist begins a painting with a vision in mind, or a writer 
begins a tale with a general story, once you’re in the creative 

process, the details can change a bit. Often for the better! Just such a 
thing is taking place at Selby Gardens thanks to our ongoing exhibition, 
Marc Chagall, Flowers, and the French Riviera: The Color of Dreams. 
With this integration of horticulture and arts we are attracting record 
numbers of guests. Some come for the plants. Some come for the 
master artwork. Some come for the special events. No matter why 
people come, everyone leaves inspired and has an understanding of 
the importance of the natural world in our everyday lives. 

This exhibition continues through July and, like that painting still 
taking shape, or that novel being written, the details continue to 
evolve. The plant life changes daily. The special events draw out new 
dimensions of Chagall’s life. The line between nature and arts blends 
more and more. 

As you read this issue of Tropical Dispatch, I encourage you to find 
your own way of enjoying our living museum. There are many events 
taking place (pages 4 and 17), classes and programs for all ages 
to enjoy (page 22), and of course news about more exhibitions to 
come, including a fall Orchid Show (page 5) and the next artist to be 
featured in the Jean and Alfred Goldstein Exhibition Series - Andy 
Warhol (page 5). In both of these exhibitions our team will continue 
to push the envelope of what it means to create art-based nature 
from nature-based art. 

The success of this exhibition and those to come allow for significant 
investments in our scientific endeavors and children’s education 
programs, for both of which Selby Gardens is highly regarded. At the 
time I’m writing this, we are actively searching for a new doctoral-
level research botanist who will add to the expertise of our team. We 
intend to enhance the connection our institution has with national 
and international conservation efforts. We will also expand efforts 
to share our knowledge and expertise with other botanical gardens, 
professionals, higher-education students and local schools to prepare 
the next generation of scientists. 

Perhaps most exciting is the forthcoming opportunity to reimagine 
how we share the story of Selby Gardens’ botanical research with our 
visitors. For several months our trustees, advisory board members 
and senior staff leaders have been discussing with the internationally  
recognized landscape design studio OLIN to reimagine how guests 
engage with our collections as part of a master planning phase. 
While the details are still being formed, I’m confident that the plan 
that will develop will be sure to showcase our research and highlight 
our mission, all the while upholding our promise to maintain Marie 
Selby’s property as a place for everyone to enjoy and find sanctuary 
in the natural world. 

Jennifer O. Rominiecki

Cheers,

Jennifer O. Rominiecki

“NO MATTER WHY 
PEOPLE COME, 
EVERYONE LEAVES 
INSPIRED AND HAS 
AN UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE NATURAL 
WORLD IN OUR 
EVERYDAY LIVES.”
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CHAGALL
N I G H T S
Each evening performance will include full 

access to the Gardens, hors d’oeuvres and a 
complimentary craft cocktail, wine or beer.

MAY 17
Perlman Music Program/Suncoast

JUNE 14
Sarasota Music Festival, a teaching program 

of the Sarasota Orchestra.

Family
    Saturdays

Chagall
Family
    Saturdays

Chagall
yyy

Come enjoy art and nature as part of the Marc 
Chagall experience at Selby Gardens. Chagall 

Family Saturdays offers artistic children’s activities 
in the great outdoors. Kids have the opportunity to 
create their own nature-inspired art with a variety 

of art materials. 

MAY 20, JUNE 17, JULY 22 • 10AM-NOON

         FREE with admission.

The groundbreaking exhibition, Marc Chagall, 
Flowers, and the French Riviera: The Color of Dreams 
has welcomed thousands of new visitors to Selby 
Gardens since its opening in mid-February, and the 
fun continues throughout most of the summer!

The next three months of the exhibition (May - July) 
include many more special events, classes and 
activities that celebrate the artist, his botanical-
inspired paintings and stained glass, and of course 
the sun-kissed region of the French Riviera. 

Chagall continues

PRESENTED BY

JEAN AND ALFRED GOLDSTEIN EXHIBITION SERIES

MEDIA PARTNERS

MAJOR SUPPORT

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

Margot and  
Warren Coville

Doris M. Carter Family 
Foundation

Katherine and Frank 
Martucci

Charlotte and Charles 
Perret

Betsy and  
Doug Elder

Norbert P. and Ann Winslow 
Donelly and Tervis

Ernest R. Kretzmer

Alice W. RauPorter Foundation 
Switzerland

Harry Sudakoff
Foundation

Roberta Leventhal 
Sudakoff Foundation

Linnie E. Dalbeck 
Memorial 

Foundation Trust

Elaine Nicpon Marieb 
Charitable Foundation
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“I always notice flowers.”
-Andy Warhol 

Andy Warhol was the ultimate pop artist, the man 
who made cultural icons of Campbell’s Soup cans, 
entertained and immortalized the celebrities of 
his day and stated that everyone would be world-
famous for 15 minutes. He is not always at first 
recognized as a champion of nature, yet he had an 
abiding passion for preserving the natural world. 

“I think having land and not ruining it is the most 
beautiful art that anybody could ever want to own,” 
he said. 

Selby Gardens will examine Warhol’s conservationist 
leanings in the exhibition, Warhol: Flowers in the 
Factory, opening in February 2018 as part of the 
Jean and Alfred Goldstein Exhibition Series. The 

exhibition will examine great art through the lens of 
flowers and nature, combining stunning horticultural 
interpretations of Warhol’s work with an exhibition 
that includes four iconic Warhol flower silkscreens 
from the original series of 10 produced during the 
activist 1960s. Dr. Carol Ockman, curator at large 
for Selby Gardens, returns to curate this exhibition, 
which will be accompanied by performing arts 
programs by Sarasota’s top cultural institutions. 
Additional details will be shared in the coming 
months. 

From Friday, October 13, through Sunday, November 
26, thousands of orchids and plants will be in bloom 
in a stunning display in the Tropical Conservatory. 
Making use of the four elements of nature, this 
display will feature the awe-inspiring diversity and 
beauty of the largest plant family on Earth. 

Accompanying the Conservatory display, the 
Museum of Botany & the Arts in the Christy 
Payne Mansion will feature select pieces from our 
preserved collection of plants along with rare books 
and prints that illustrate the enormous scope of 
orchids around the world. There, we will share tales 
of travel, near and far, that Selby Gardens’ botanists 
have undertaken in order to help understand, and 
conserve them. 

JEAN & ALFRED GOLDSTEIN EXHIBITION SERIES presents for 2018:

©
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Flowers, 1970
Williams College Museum of Art, Williamstown, MA: Gift of the 

Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts (M.2014.1.2)

THE ORCHID SHOW 
returns to Selby Gardens 
this fall!

THE 
ORCHID SHOW
EARTH • AIR • FIRE • WATER

October 13-November 26, 2017

flowers in the factory
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Dr. Peter Raven, one of the world’s leading 
botanists and advocates of conservation and 

biodiversity, recently spoke with leadership, staff, 
volunteers and advocates at Selby Gardens. This 
was Raven’s fourth such visit to Sarasota, having 
spoken at the formal dedication of the Gardens 
on April 3, 1976, and again upon the 10th and 25th 
anniversaries of the institution.

“Selby Gardens has more than lived up to the hopes 
and dreams we had for the place in 1973,” Raven 
said. “Anyone who supports this institution should 
feel very good.”

While here, Raven also reunited with two of the 
founders of Selby Gardens, Dr. Carlyle Luer and Dr. 
Calaway Dodson, as well as today’s president and 
CEO, Jennifer O. Rominiecki.

Raven is president emeritus of Missouri Botanical  
Garden, one of the world’s leading botanic 
gardens, which he led for four decades. He also 
holds the post of chairman of the Center for Plant 
Conservation, a national environmental advocacy 
organization. Raven has been described by Time 
magazine as a “Hero for the Planet,”  and is the 
recipient of numerous prizes and awards, including 
the prestigious International Prize for Biology from 
the government of Japan and the U.S. National 
Medal of Science, the country’s highest award for 
scientific accomplishment.

During his talk beneath the iconic banyan trees 
planted by Marie Selby nearly 80 years ago, Raven 
discussed the importance of the work conducted 
by botanical gardens, and how individuals can 
personally make changes to positively affect 
climate change.

“We depend on plants directly or indirectly for 
everything from food to medicine,” Raven said. 
“There are still a lot of discoveries to be made from 
plants.”

Citing expectations for worldwide population 
growth over the next 30 to 50 years, Raven 
detailed how human pressure on environments 
needs to change to continue to sustain life so that, 
in his view, our species can continue to enjoy the 
civilized pursuits we enjoy, such as gardens, arts, 
poetry, philosophy and religion.

“Nobody knows how many people the world can 
support on a sustainable basis,” Raven said.

He encouraged the audience to research the 
effects of population growth and opportunities 
for scientific endeavors that create a sustainable 
future, in particular the Global Footprint Network, 
which allows people to calculate their individual 
impact on the environment. Raven encouraged 
reducing the consumption of limited resources by 
recycling, driving less, growing trees and gardening. 
He thanked the audience for their commitment to 
the world’s future.

“Let’s use Marie Selby Botanical Gardens as 
an inspiration. A botanical garden can be a 
model of sustainability and strengthen people’s 
understanding of how close we actually are to 
the natural world,” Raven said. “It’s a place where 
people and plants come together where we can 
create a real understanding, inform the citizenry 
and bring them out to a place where they have time 
to think.”

Dr. Peter Raven RETURNS 
to SELBY GARDENS

Dr. Carl Luer, Dr. Peter Raven, Jennifer O. Rominiecki and Dr. Cal Dodson at Selby Gardens in January 2017.
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PLANT RECORDS KEEPER: SHAWN MCCOURT
Our Botany Department welcomes its newest team member, Plant Records 
Keeper Shawn McCourt. This position is responsible for the inventory and 
data management of our entire living collection. This includes handling 
requests of plant material from other botanical gardens and scientists, and 
working to help “back up” our rare plants at other institutions. In addition, 
McCourt assists with Florida native plant conservation and inventory 
projects as time permits.

McCourt has a Ph.D. in Botany/Ecology from Trinity College, University of 
Dublin, Ireland, and a history of working in plant ecology. He cut his plant 
teeth working in nurseries in New York and Florida. 

In the near future the Botany department also expects to welcome a post-
doctoral botanist to expand the Gardens’ research efforts, which are guided 
by the department’s director and staff member for 23 years, Bruce Holst. 

SCHOOL & FAMILY PROGRAMS MANAGER: TRACY CALLA
The Education Department recently appointed Tracy Calla as its School 
& Family Programs Manager. This role oversees school tours (field trips), 
as well as youth programming in Kids Corner, summer camp and Little 
Sprouts Club, bringing nature-based experiences to some of our youngest 
visitors. 

Calla holds degrees in both horticulture (Palm Beach State College) and 
theater (Ohio State University), and is a lifelong outdoor enthusiast and 
self-described “plant nerd.” 

Selby Gardens hosted two consecutive meetings for the conservation 
of Florida’s rare plant species this spring. 

From April 5 - 7, the Gardens were host to the Florida Bromeliad 
Conservation Working Group, as well as the 2017 Florida Rare Plant 
Task Force meeting. 

The bromeliad meeting included representatives from botanical 
gardens, universities and local and state land managers to review 
the latest efforts to mitigate the devastating effects of the Mexican 
Weevil, Metamasius callizona, on native bromeliads of Florida, a 
project Selby Gardens’ botanists have been working on since 2014. 

The 2017 Florida Rare Plant Task Force is a statewide meeting 
led by Bok Tower Gardens, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden and 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens to bring together conservation 
professionals. This year’s topic was Non-traditional Partnerships 
for Rare Plant Conservation. This annual meeting is made possible 
by grants from the State of Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, Division of Plant Industry.

Recent staff changes at the Gardens are dispersing 
cross-department knowledge to improve our 
programming and research. Two former members 
of the Horticulture team have joined the Botany 

and Education departments, allowing them to take 
their knowledge for caring for our living collection 
plants to new areas: 

NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS

SELBY GARDENS HOSTS RARE PLANT MEETINGS
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Selby Gardens’ work to date in the rainforest of 
Belize has documented 250 new epiphytic plant 
records for that country, four of which are being 
newly described for science by the Gardens’ 
botanists and colleagues. 

The project of surveying the epiphytes of Belize in 
collaboration with Caves Branch Botanical Garden 
and the University of Belize began in 2014, and is 
being  extended through 2018. 

Project leader and director of botany, Bruce Holst, 
says he plans another return to the remote reaches 
of the mountains of Belize in hopes of finding even 
more undiscovered plant species. 

“As before, we plan to get as far off the road as 
possible by all means - helicopter, boats, hiking,” 
Holst said. 

The Central American country has a focus on 
environmental preservation, with a number of 
professionals in the fields of ecology and animal 
sciences. However, relatively few Belizeans have 
been trained in the botanical sciences. With the 
involvement of Selby Gardens’ team, our institution 
is helping to build capacity for national plant 
preservation efforts. 

Last fall, Selby Gardens announced a collaboration 
between the Gardens and New College of 
Florida. The opportunity for college students to 
work with Selby Gardens staff on plant science, 
conservation and public outreach also included the 
establishment of the $25,000 annual Calusa Prize, 
which is to be awarded by Selby Gardens via an 

anonymous donor to students in degree programs 
at New College in the areas of horticulture or 
botany, public garden management, research, 
collection management, preservation education, 
conservation or documentation, including art and 
photography. 

As the partnership quickly took off, five students 
began Independent Study Projects or internships 
in January 2017 and later this spring were awarded 
the prize for their work. The students and their 
projects were: 

Emily Bleske: Botanical illustration of a plant 
species being described for science.

Cassandra Detrio-Darby: Contributions to a field 
guide on the ferns of Belize

Iliana Moore: Evaluation of a pathogenic fungus 
in the control of the Mexican bromeliad weevil.

Kaylynn Low: Evaluation of the potential of spread 
of exotic fruit trees into Florida ecosystems.

Julia Pope: Exhibit curation in the Museum of 
Botany and the Arts.

The Calusa Prize will be awarded annually to 
multiple New College students who complete an 
internship with Selby Gardens. Projects will help 
further the mission of the Gardens.

UPDATE:
BELIZE

INAUGURAL NEW COLLEGE RECIPIENTS OF 
THE CALUSA PRIZE

Belize Field Research Adds  
250 New Records

Pen and ink botanical illustration by Emily Bleske
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What do you get when you cross one of the 
world’s most foul-smelling plants with 

another purely putrid-scented plant? 

The world will soon find out. Audrey and Seymour 
– Selby Gardens’ two corpse plants – are having 
babies. Lots and lots of babies.

In summer 2016 when Selby Gardens played host 
to the rare double blooming of the two corpse 
plants, scientifically known as Amorphophallus 
titanum, the horticulture team was presented the 
unique opportunity to cross pollinate the plants.

Each individual plant has an inflorescence that 
carries both male and female flowers. In nature, 
insects assist with pollinating one plant with another, 
but a sharing of the pollen under cultivation is far 
less common.

When the first plant – Seymour – opened its spathe 
in late July, pollen was collected from the male 
flowers and refrigerated. At the start of August 
with the six-foot-tall Audrey in bloom, a window 
was cut into the plant’s outer sheath to view 
the internal flowers. The horticulture team took 
Seymour’s pollen out of the fridge and applied it 
using a paintbrush to the female flowers. The next 
day the plant’s  spadix appeared floppy at the 

top, which was thought to indicate a successful 
pollination. We just had to wait six months and see.

“The process created fruit on the plant, known as 
an infructescence, which have now matured, and 
we are in the process of harvesting, cleaning and 
sowing the seeds that came from the fruit,” said 
Angel Lara, Assistant Director of Horticulture at 
Selby Gardens.

Lara said it will still take at least five months to 
germinate and a few years to see if any of the 
seeds deliver yet another titan. The rare plants from 
Sumatra are infamous for their putrid scent, which 
has been described as similar to rotting fish or 
sweaty socks. While this plant usually only blooms 
every seven to ten years, Seymour and Audrey 
have bloomed every two years for the past six 
years, and almost always at the same time. Lara’s 
team has suggested a plant love story to explain 
their synchronized blooms.

As for a name of the progeny, we will have to wait 
and see what the little ones smell, or, look like. Stay 
tuned!

CORPSE PLANT

Angel Lara, assistant director of horticulture, applies pollen 
from one corpse plant to another.

The successful pollination resulted in fruits which were 
harvested, cleaned and sowed.
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HORTICULTURE

Flowers and other plants inspire beautiful 
paintings, as Selby’s current show Marc 

Chagall, Flowers and the French Riviera: The Color 
of Dreams so vividly demonstrates. But Selby’s 
horticulturalists have taken the idea a step further, 
literally framing epiphytic plants to make living 
works of art. Several were on display during last 
year’s Secret Garden exhibition.

While the Selby Conservatory provides an ideal 
environment for these masterworks, anyone with 
outdoor space for hanging plants can, in a very 
short time, create one for their garden. It just takes 
a few easily obtained tools and supplies (see What 

You’ll Need), and, most importantly, a selection 
of epiphytic plants of varying sizes and shapes, 
which could include bromeliads, orchids and ferns. 
Epiphytes are perfect for this purpose because 
they don’t require soil, and the plant roots adhere 
directly to the branch. In selecting plants, look for a 
variety of colors and textures, including plants with 
colored foliage and variegated leaves to add color 
when the flowering plants are not in bloom.

Addie Worth, a Selby Greenhouse Horticulturist 
who teaches classes at Selby on framing epiphytes, 
showed us the steps involved.

What You’ll Need: 
1. A sturdy frame with the glass, backing and 
hangar removed. Thrift shops and garage sales are 
a good source for these. Screw eye-hooks into the 
top of the frame so they can hang without tipping 
forward.

2. A piece of wood with branches, either the 
remains of tree trimming or driftwood from the 
beach

3. Plastic coated telephone wire or strong plain 
wire

4. Stretchy plastic tape

5. Strong woven strapping cut into pieces

6. Staple gun

7. Hammer

8. Pliers, preferably with attached wire cutters

9. Scissors

10. A variety of epiphytic plants

Once you’ve selected your frame and an appropriately 
trimmed tree branch for mounting, experiment with 
moving the branch around within the frame to achieve 
the desired effect. Allowing a branch to extend beyond 
or protrude through the frame can add depth and 
interest to the design. 

FRAMING EPIPHYTES

1

HOW-TO
with 

HORT
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HORTICULTURE

Look for more classes at selby.org/programs/classes/

Attach the branch to the frame using strapping tape 
pulled tight and secured with a staple gun. Worth 
recommends three points of attachment to assure the 
branch won’t come loose. And she uses a hammer to 
pound in the staples. “Make sure it is structurally sound,” 
she says. “You don’t want it to wiggle. You want it to be 
long-term, not something that will fall apart once it is 
subjected to wind and rain.”

Mount the heaviest plant on the bottom of the wood, in 
the crook of the branch. To anchor this design, Worth 
selects a Guzmania hybrid, a showy bromeliad with a 
bright red blossom. This tank bromeliad collects water 
inside its leaves, making it heavier and prone to tipping 
over when watered. Therefore it is trickier to mount than 
some other plants. 

To secure the plant to the branch, Worth uses wire 
looped around the branch once, twisted tight with pliers 
and then trimmed with the attached wire cutters. “You 
have to get it on there tight, but if you do one twist too 
many it snaps and you have to start over,” she notes.  
She then starts layering on other plants, starting with 
a Tillandsia cyanea, another flowering bromeliad with a 
hot pink spike. When adding plants, aim to hide all the 
attachment hardware.

Lighter plants such as staghorn ferns can be affixed to 
the branch with stretchy tape. By teasing the roots, a 
surface can be created that lies flat against the branch. 
Sphagnum moss, moistened in water, wrapped around 
the roots can help some delicate plants like aroids get 
started. 

The finished frame with foliage 
enhanced with orchids can be hung 
from S-hooks or sturdy wire on a 
pergola or other structure where it 
can hang without lying flat against 
a wall. Choose a spot with medium 
light, close to a hose, as the plants 
will need an occasional spray along 
the roots and leaves. Then step back 
and enjoy your masterwork!

2 3

4 5

6
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HORTICULTURE

A Brazilian Rain Tree Forest that has made its 
home among other Bonsai at Selby Gardens 

since 2009 is being groomed by the Sho Fu Bonsai 
Society of Sarasota for national stardom.

Sho Fu (literally “wind in the pines”) displays its 
collection in a permanent exhibit just outside the 
glass house Conservatory. Richard Dietrich serves 
as volunteer curator of the exhibit and maintains 
the trees, while Selby Gardens provides daily 
watering.

Just before the exhibit opened in 2009, the late 
Vito Morrongiello donated the Brazilian Rain Tree 
Forest, which he had won in a raffle at a Sho Fu 
meeting in 2004.

In 2014 it was named ”Best Large Tree”  at the 
annual convention of the Bonsai Society of Florida 
in Orlando. But even bigger things may be on 
the way. The forest has been removed from the 
Gardens to the Venice home of Lunetta and Michael 
Knowlton, president of Bonsai Societies of Florida, 
so it can receive intense attention from Sho Fu 
members. Next year they will submit photographs 
and information for consideration to be admitted to 
the 6th U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition, scheduled 
for September 2018 in Rochester, New York. The 
show will exhibit Bonsai considered the best in 

various species, and Sho Fu members think their 
forest certainly qualifies for that honor.

“Of course we are biased, but we think it is 
probably the most impressive Brazilian Rain Tree 
Forest in the world of Bonsai in this country,” 
Michael Knowlton says.  “We have been to national 
exhibitions, we have been to Japan, and we have 
never seen a forest in that particular species that is 
that impressive.”

盆栽の美しさBONSAI BEAUTY
Miniature Brazilian Rain Tree Forest Vies for National Recognition

The Brazilian Rain Tree Forest in its defoliated state. The absence 
of leaves reveals the tree’s structure and allows for much easier 
styling.
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During a February visit to the Knowltons’ home, the 
forest was in its “naked” form.  Sho Fu members 
had defoliated it in a tedious process that extended 
over three afternoons, using sharp bonsai scissors 
to remove all the leaves and concave cutters to 
remove all the thorns.

“We defoliate for several reasons, “ says Michael 
Knowlton. “This time it was to see the structure and 
what to cut. We also defoliate when we re-pot.”

The Knowltons and Dietrich then transported the 
forest to Wigert’s Nursery in North Fort Myers, 
where Erik Wigert, a highly respected Bonsai 
artist, gave advice on the health of the trees, their 
placement and overall styling. All of the branches 
were then wired to train them into the proper 
position, and guy wire was attached to locate 
branches in the desired place.

The wire was scheduled to be removed after a 
second defoliation in April, when the trees would 
be repotted and rewired. “We cut the wire off and 

then rewire it because if we didn’t, the branches 
would grow into the wire, which would scar them,” 
Knowlton explains. Another defoliation will occur 
in the summer.

Brazilian Rain Tree branches grow quickly in 
tropical climates, particularly in the hot summer 
months, creating a challenge for its caretakers.

“We are constantly cutting it back, trying to keep 
the energy of the tree from going out to the end of 
the branches. They are always trying to reach out 
to the sun, which is what genetically the tree is set 
up to do,” says Michael Knowlton. “To keep it under 
control we cut off the tips of the branches to push 
the energy back in. In the summertime it can need 
to be trimmed back every day.”

While the arduous care of the Rain Tree Forest is 
aimed at obtaining national recognition, another 
important goal of the project is providing hands-on 
education for Sho Fu members. Several members 
at a time on an ongoing basis help care for the 
forest and prepare it for the exhibition.

“The whole project is meant to be a learning 
experience for our membership,”  says Loretta 
Knowlton, who has potted 24 branches cut 
from the Rain Tree Forest to give to members 
as a remembrance of the experience. “We have 
people brand new to Bonsai who know nothing 
about caring for Bonsai, so this is a great learning 
opportunity for everybody.” 

The Sho Fu Bonsai Society of Sarasota invites those 
interested in learning more about Bonsai to attend 
one of the society’s meetings, held the second 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in Michael’s  
on the Bay at Selby Gardens. For more information, 
visit shofubonsai.org, or contact President Janet 
Lovesky by email, ShoFuBonsai@gmail.com.  

Richard Dietrich (left) and Michael Knowlton (right) carefully 
wire the defoliated Brazilian Rain Tree Forest.

BONSAI Basics
Bonsai is a Japanese word meaning “tree in a 
tray.” Many different types of plants are used to 
create them — they are not a species. Bonsai is 
considered an art form and experts are known as 
artists. The basic goal of the Bonsai artist is to 
create something that looks like a very old tree in 
miniature. This involves trimming and removing 
branches and temporarily wiring branches to 
form new shapes. Because they are grown in 
small containers, expertise is needed not only to 
create a proportionately aesthetic tree but also to 
keep it alive. They do best when grown outdoors.
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Editor’s Note: Our Museum of Botany & the Arts, 
housed in the historic Christy Payne Mansion, has 
been the center of much activity during the opening 
months of the Marc Chagall exhibition. This story 
features the history of the museum, and a few of 
the 80+ docents who have welcomed a record 
number of guests as part of this groundbreaking 
exhibition. 

For many guests, a visit to the 
Museum of Botany and the Arts 

at the Christy Payne Mansion is the 
delightful culmination of a stroll 
through the tropical gardens and 
walkways of Selby Gardens. Once 
they walk through the Southern 
Colonial portico entrance and into 
the house with its arched doorways 
and curved double stairway, they 
are greeted by a volunteer docent, 
ready to share the mansion’s 
history, highlight its architectural 
details and discuss the exhibit that 
is gracing the walls, whether it be 
the paintings of Chagall, botanical 
treasures from the Gardens’ library 
and spirit collection or rainforest 
masks from Costa Rica.

While many visitors are drawn to the mansion by an 
exhibit, the house, listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, is an attraction in its own right. The 
docents aim to maximize the value of their visit, 
regardless of their particular interests. 

“Each and every volunteer is a front line ambassador 
to the public,” says docent Sharon Rivera. “We fulfill 
our ambassadorship by enhancing the visitor’s 
experience, and we each play a role in what 

memories people take away.”

About 85 volunteers currently serve 
as museum docents. For first time 
visitors, they offer a brief background 
on Christy Payne, who had spent 
years sketching architectural details 
that appealed to him in colonial 
houses from Williamsburg, Va., to 
Salem, Mass., in preparation for 
building his retirement home in 
Sarasota. After buying the property 
in 1934, Payne hired architect A.C. 
Price to incorporate his ideas into a 
house, built at a cost of $50,000—
a steep price at the height of the 
Depression. The vice president and 
treasurer of Standard Oil of New 
Jersey, Payne made a fortune in the 
oil business, just like his Sarasota 

Volunteers enhance the experience of Payne Mansion visitors 

Dedicated 
DOCENTS
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neighbor, William Selby. 

Christy’s wife, Anne, and Marie Selby shared an 
enthusiasm for horticulture and the preservation 
of natural vegetation on their adjoining properties 
on Sarasota Bay. So it seems appropriate that their 
land was eventually combined in 1973 when the 
Selby Foundation purchased the Paynes’ former 
home and preserved both properties in the world-
class botanical garden that opened two years later.

Like other docents at the Payne Mansion, De 
Emerick knows how to engage visitors with 
interesting details about the house. For example, 
she will have them stand at the foot of the stairway 
and look up at the ceiling, which reveals a trap 
door. “It’s the first hidden staircase in Sarasota, 
something Christy Payne had seen in his travels,” 
she says.

Docent Elizabeth Holman points out to visitors that 
the stairway is placed “on the wrong side of the 
house, in the front instead of the rear, so it wouldn’t 
ruin Mr. Payne’s view of the Bay.” She adds, “He 
liked outside light – you can tell by all the windows. 

The window in the living room is one of the most 
beautiful sights you’ll ever see.”

Other notable features of the mansion include 
the first poured terrazzo floor in Sarasota, crystal 
sconces and the wheat leaf motif on the dining 
room mantle.

Holman loves such architectural details. “Many call 
them unnecessary, but look at the ceiling and the 
fancy woodwork,” she says.

While Payne was intrigued by structural motifs, 
he wanted a home that would withstand Florida 
hurricanes. The foundation is set on sturdy steel 
railroad ties and the downstairs floors are flood 
resistant cement under the terrazzo.

For the volunteer docents, a key benefit of working 
in the mansion is the learning opportunity as they 
attend lectures and are briefed by staff on the ever-
changing exhibits. “It’s continuing education for all 
of us,” Rivera says.

But even more important is the opportunity to 
engage with visitors from around the world. Asked 
why he chose to volunteer as a docent, and what 
has kept him coming back for seven years, Jim 
Ferri says simply, “I like talking to people.”

Emerick keeps track of the nationalities of those 
she meets at the mansion. In 2015, she talked to 
guests from 37 countries, and in 2016 she met 
people from 32 nations.

“The people you meet along the path are what 
makes the journey interesting,” she says. “Every 
day there is at least one interesting person. It never 
gets old.”

Elizabeth Holman Sharon Rivera De Emerick
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37TH ANNUAL JURIED PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
AUGUST 12 - SEPTEMBER 10, 2017

OPENING RECEPTION AND AWARDS PRESENTATION- 5:30 - 7:30 P.M., FRIDAY, AUGUST 11

Celebrate SELBY!

Show us what Selby Gardens means to you by 
sharing your photography during our 37th 

annual juried photo exhibition. There are five 
categories to present your most thoughtful, fun 
and inspired photographs that depict the scenery 
of Selby Gardens. Cash prizes will be awarded in 
each of the five categories, plus an overall “Best in 
Show” winner will be named. Last year’s winning 

entry by John Zeiss is featured on the cover of this 
issue of Tropical Dispatch. 

Entry forms and full rules are available at www.
selby.org. Contact Laura Avery, Manager of Classes 
& Exhibits, for questions at 941-366-5731 ext. 239 
or education@selby.org. 

CATEGORIES: 
•Favorite Selby Scene

• Plant Life at Selby

• Selby Gardens’ Geometry

• Selby’s Birds, Bugs & Critters

• Selby in Black & White

DEADLINES FOR ENTRY & RULES
Thursday, August 3 Due date for mailed entries.

Thursday, August 3 Receiving for hand-delivered 
photographs in the Mansion/Museum, 1:00pm - 
6:00pm.

WEDDINGS, 
     CORPORATE 
      & PRIVATE EVENTSTSSSSSSSSS

MICHAEL’S ON THE BAY 
offers a variety of beautiful indoor 
and outdoor spaces that can 
accommodate a full range of events, 
from intimate gatherings to corporate 
meetings. Michael’s on the Bay at 
Selby Gardens is Sarasota’s premiere 
indoor event facility. 

• 4,800 sq/ft
• Panoramic sunset and bay views
• 250 seated/350 theater-style
• Equipped with full multimedia and 

A/V options.

Onsite catering at all facilities is 
provided by Michael’s On East, the 
most respected event vendor in the 
region.

An urban oasis on the beautiful 
Sarasota Bayfront, the Gardens offer a 
stress-free environment conveniently 
located near hotels and resorts, and 
close to downtown shopping, dining and 
business facilities. 

For more information, please contact Michael’s 
On East Catering Department at 941-366-0007 or  

email reservations@bestfood.com.
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EVENTS CALENDAR

With sweeping views of Sarasota Bay and an 
exquisite buffet provided by Michael’s On East, 

mothers are sure to have a delightful day.

MAY 21, JUNE 18, JULY 23

WINE & DESIGN

Enjoy cocktails and hors d’oeuvres and learn 
to design flowers in amazing arrangements.

MAY 10, JUNE 7, JULY 7

BASTILLE DAY GALA AND  
CHAGALL SEASON GRAND FINALE
Michael’s on the Bay at Selby Gardens
Presented by: Alliance Française de Sarasota
Guest Artist: Tangi Colombel, French cabaret Bal Musette
$75 per person, $125 event Patron.

Dinner festivities and a performance by Tangi Colombel, a native of 
France who started his acting and performing training in Paris at the 
renowned Cours Simon. In 2004 he began performing in Palm Beach, 
FL, for the musical Jacques Brel is Alive and Well and Living in Paris, 
which earned him numerous awards. He has been touring America 
and Asia to reveal what French singing is really about in his own 
show, Pardon My French.
For tickets or information call Michelle at : 941-955-0700
www.afsarasota.org

FRIDAY, JULY 14 • 6PM

•
Celebrate the 4th of July at beautiful Selby 
Gardens. Listen to live music, savor the All-
American favorites and enjoy the fireworks!  

Selby Experience tickets available.

JULY 4

MAY 14

5/21:  Perlman Music Program/Suncoast
6/18:  Kafkasso

7/23:  SoulRcoaster
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ART CLASSES 

Beginners Only Watercolor
Session I: May 1, 8, 15
Session II: Jul 10, 17, 24
Session III: Aug 7, 14, 21
10:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Three classes each session are 
designed to take the beginning 
watercolor student from 
inexperienced to comfortable with 
the basic tools and techniques of 
this fabulous medium. Learn color 
mixing, creating a basic palette, brush 
techniques, working with reference 
material and more in this structured 
small group workshop. 
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $140 (Members $125)

Intermediate Watercolor 
Session I: May 2, 9, 16
Session II: May 23, 30 & June 6
Session III: Jul 11, 18, 25
Session IV: Aug 8, 15, 22
10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Each 3-class session focuses on 
demonstrations and a variety of 
watercolor techniques. Students with 
some previous experience will feel 
free to experiment, create their own 
compositions, or paint along with the 
instructor. 
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $140 (Members $125)

Zen Watercolor Workshops 
One-Day Workshops: May 3, 4 or 5 
10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Using Deborah Ross’ fun and loose 
Zen-like painting techniques, 
capture some of the “gems” of Selby 
Gardens, including beautiful orchids, 
birds, butterflies and more. Register 
individually for one or more of her 
one-day workshops. 
Instructor: Deborah Ross 
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50) 

NEW! The Pleasures of 
Sumi-e
May 10, 17 & 24, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Capture the Spirit of the Garden! Put 
brush to paper and become immersed 
in the natural beauty of Selby 
Gardens. Learn to express yourself 
using the simple, basic brushstrokes 
of Japanese ink painting. Capture the 
spirit of a variety of garden subjects: 
elegant orchids, serene bamboo and 
the dynamic movement of koi. All 
levels welcome. 
Instructor: Marcy Chapman
Class Fee: $140 (Members $125) each
Materials Fee: $15 (pay instructor)

CLASSES 

• REGISTRATION PROCEDURES! (1) Register online at  
www.selby.org or (2) in person at Selby’s Welcome Center.

• In the event that a class is cancelled by Selby Gardens, 
students will receive a full refund. Student cancellations 
made less than 72 hours prior to class time are not entitled  
to a refund nor class credit.

• Material lists are available online and can be emailed or 
mailed upon request. 

• Please visit our website for updates and additional 
information.

• Class sizes are limited - please register early. 

• Pre-Registration is required. Tuition is due with registration. 
Pay online or use charge, check or cash in our Welcome 
Center.

• Registration fees are not prorated. If you do not attend any 
portion of class, your registration fee is forfeited. 

• There are no make-up classes for students who miss a regular 
class session. 

• Proceeds from classes support the Gardens.

CLASS REGISTRATION POLICIES

COMMUNITY CLASSES     MAY – AUGUST 2017
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Hand Printed Botanical 
Journal
May 18, 10:00 am-2:00 pm & May 25, 
10:00 am-4:00 pm  
Explore direct and indirect methods in 
this 2-part class of printing botanicals 
and play with color washes to create 
a beautiful, unique journal. Learn the 
simple parts of a book as you collage 
the fronts and back covers, use 
your hand painted papers to make 
signatures with wraps, and bind them 
together to the spine.  Fill the pages 
with your thoughts, sketches, or make 
for great gift giving.  For all skill levels. 
Just bring an apron or work shirt.
Instructor: Sandy Frick
Class Fee: $120 (Members $105) each
Materials Fee: $20 (pay instructor)

NEW! Orchids for Everyone 
in Watercolor 
May 22, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Inspired by the beautiful orchids of 
Selby Gardens, learn to paint them 
in watercolor. Reference material 
provided by the instructor or feel free 
to experiment and create your own 
compositions. Open to all levels.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50)

NEW! Learn to Draw and 
Paint with a Brush
June 5, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Improve your watercolor technique 
or learn new tricks as you work along 
with the instructor. Open to all levels.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50)

Botanical Whimsy in Ink and 
Watercolor
Jul 12, 13 & 14, 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Stretch your imagination in this 
3-day workshop!  Create an original 
drawing that demonstrates a 
delightful and charming use of plant 
or garden life. Incorporate colored 
paper, colored inks, colored pencil, 
ink wash and/or watercolor in your 
design. Browse children’s books, 
comic books, cartoons and/or 
greeting cards to help inspire your 
imagination for original and whimsical 
garden characters. Then, bring your 
inspiration to this fun workshop! 
Instructor: Olivia Braida 
Class Fee: $395 (Members $350)
Materials Fee: $35(pay instructor)

Beautiful Butterflies & 
Friends 
Jul 19, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
All ages will enjoy this special 
workshop with Academy of Botanical 
Art Founder, Olivia Braida. Explore 
the complexities of nature’s beautiful 
butterflies and other insect “friends.”  
Select your subject from provided 
materials and work with colored 
pencil to complete your drawing. If 
you prefer to use watercolor, bring 
your paints and brushes. 
Instructor: Olivia Braida
Class Fee: $120 (Members $95)
Materials Fee: $40 (pay instructor)

Print the Chagall-Inspired 
Gardens 
July 27 & 28
10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Draw on the incredible diversity 
of Selby Gardens’ plants as your 
inspiration to design one of a kind 
nature prints in this two-day class. 
Learn exciting techniques to transfer 
leaf and flower images onto both 
paper and fabric.  Create natural 
art on clothing and linens the first 
day, followed by note cards and 
small botanical prints the next. In 
recognition of the Marc Chagall 
exhibit, special emphasis will be 
placed on printing flowers. No 
previous experience is necessary.
Instructor: JoAnn Migliore Campisi 
Class Fee: $90 (Members $70) 
Materials Fee: $30 (pay instructor)

Gelli Plate Printing
Aug 16, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Experience the joy of monoprinting 
without a press thanks to the gelli 
plate, a product that looks and feels 
like gelatin and can be used again and 
again. You will create one of a kind 
prints using leaves, textures, stencils, 
household items and acrylic paint.  
Once you start you won’t want to 
stop!
Instructor: JoAnn Migliore Campisi
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50)
Materials Fee: $5 (pay instructor)  

NEW! Watercolor Mountains, 
Lakes & Waterfalls
Aug 28, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm 
Leave the summer heat and be 
transported to cooler regions as you 
learn techniques to create mountains, 
lakes and waterfalls in watercolor. 
Open to all levels.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50)
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HEALTH & 
DISCOVERY

Summer Yoga Pass
Valid May 1 through Aug 28, 2017
This is an 8 session registration option 
for students who want the freedom 
to come for 8 sessions, but may 
not be able to attend them all in 2 
consecutive months.  The Summer 
Yoga Pass offers students flexibility 
to choose any eight of the scheduled 
yoga classes offered from May 
through August. Purchase pass before 
May 1 online; after May 1, purchase in 
the Welcome Center.
Instructor: Michelle Roy
Pass Fee: $150 (Members $110)

Yoga in the Gardens
Session I: May 1, 8, 15, 22
Session II: Jun 5, 12, 19, 26
Session III: Jul 10, 17, 24, 31
Session IV: Aug 7, 14, 21, 28
9:00 – 10:00 am
Start your Mondays off right by 
treating yourself to a peaceful mind/
body Yoga experience in a beautiful 
Garden or indoor setting. This 
4-week course focuses on alignment, 
breathing techniques and relaxation. 
For beginners as well as advanced 
students. 
Instructor: Michelle Roy
Class Fee per Session: $75 (Members $55)

The Color of Dreams – 
Chagall Inspired Writing 
Retreat
May 11
10:00 am -3:00 pm
This writing retreat is inspired by 
the botanical imagery of the Marc 
Chagall exhibition and the beautiful 
Gardens. Learn to add “color” to your 
poetry, journaling, short stories and 
blogs with creative writing exercises. 
View the works of Chagall and tour 
horticultural exhibitions inspired by 
the French Riviera. No prior writing 
experience is necessary. Bring a 
journal and a pen.
Instructor: Gail Condrick
Class Fee: $65 (Members $55)

Release Your Inner Chagall – 
Writing and Collage Retreat
July 20
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Release your Inner Chagall through 
the inspiration of the Gardens, the 
exhibition, creative writing and 
collage. Tour the exhibition and 
learn to “see” the art symbolically, 
turning your reflections into a collage. 
Let your own dreamscape emerge 
through your writing and art. No 
prior writing experience is necessary. 
Bring a journal and a pen. Materials 
provided to create collages.
Instructor: Gail Condrick
Class Fee: $65 (Members $55)
Materials fee $5 (pay instructor)

HORTICULTURE

Growing Orchids in SW 
Florida 
June 2, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Orchid enthusiasts with some 
experience will get more detailed 
information on growing many of 
Florida’s remarkable native orchids 
and those orchids best suited for 
our area. Enjoy a tour of the many 
orchids found growing in the Tropical 
Conservatory.
Instructor: Monroe Kokin
Class Fee: $50 (Members $35)

Potting & Mounting 
Orchids  
Session I: May 31, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Session II: July 26, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Selby’s knowledgeable orchid expert 
will help you give your treasured 
plants a new lease on life! Bring an 
orchid to re-pot for an additional fee; 
$10 average potting fee, depending 
on size of plant.
Instructor: Angel Lara
Class Fee per session: $50 (Members $35)
Potting Fee: $10 average depending on size 
of plant.
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Orchids 101 
Aug 5, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
A class for orchid novices - you’ll be 
surprised at how easy orchid growing 
can be! Get insightful instruction, 
enjoy a power-point presentation and 
tour the orchids found growing in the 
Tropical Conservatory.
Instructor: Monroe Kokin
Class Fee: $50 (Members $35)

NEW! Landscaping with 
Garden Friendly Bamboo
Aug 10, 12:00-1:00 pm
Are you looking for a fast-growing, 
attractive, low-maintenance, pest-
resistant, Florida-friendly landscape? 
Look no farther than the beauty 
and versatility of bamboo! Join our 
horticulturist and bamboo-phile in an 
exploration of non-invasive, garden-
friendly tropical bamboos. 
Instructor: Tracy Calla
Class Fee: $20 (Members $15)

PHOTOGRAPHY

NEW! 20 Quick Tips to 
Improve Your Photography
May 12, 10am - 1pm
Get your summer and travels off to 
a good start with this fast paced and 
fun workshop. We will sequentially 
cover 20 of the most useful tips to 
improve your photography, no matter 
what your particular subject interest 
or level of photography experience. 
This list was compiled by your 
instructor Perry Johnson, a veteran 
commercial photographer with over 
25 years shooting and teaching 
experience. We will then use the 
backdrop of Selby Gardens to practice 
your favorite new tip at one of our 
work stations outside the classroom. 
Instructor: Perry Johnson
Class Fee: $75 (Members $55)

Tripod Tuesdays
May 23, June 27, July 11 & 25
9:00 – 10:00 am
Selby is offering special access to 
our Tropical Conservatory before 
hours on four Tuesdays this summer 
during the Marc Chagall exhibition. 
Photographers who register in 
advance for this special opportunity 
will be allowed to use tripods to 
capture images of thousands of 
orchid and other lush tropical plants. 
Register early as space is limited.
Fee per Session: $20 (Members $15)

Adobe Lightroom
May 26, 1:30 – 4:30 pm
This photography course is perfect 
for both the passionate photographer 
and those new to photography. 
Discover how Adobe Lightroom 
can improve your image quality, 
presentation and professionalism.
Come with your laptop, preloaded 
with a 30-day free trial version of 
Adobe Lightroom, available from 
their website. Be prepared to learn 
techniques for cropping and editing 
photos, adding effects, showcasing 
your work in slideshows, creating 
beautiful prints and much more.
Instructor: Daniel R. Perales
Class Fee: $75 (Members $55)
 

Visual Poetry
Aug 4, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Follow a simple path to creating 
compelling photographs! Your images 
will have more variety and you 
may see some of your subjects in a 
different way. Practice some of these 
principles at three stations in Selby 
Gardens, rain or shine, and finish 
with a brief group discussion. Bring 
your camera, an open mind and a big 
smile! This workshop is appropriate 
for any level of photographic 
experience. Handout with workshop 
outline will be available.
Instructor: Perry Johnson
Class Fee: $75 (Members $55)

Exposed: Behind the Scenes 
Photography
Aug 17, 2:30 – 6:00 pm
In this one-day session you and 
your camera will be provided 
unprecedented access to Selby’s 
nonpublic greenhouses. With your 
lens, explore row upon row of world 
class live plant specimens. This limited 
access class is scheduled to capitalize 
on the changing light of sunset. 
Participants will refresh their skills 
and learn new ones while exploring 
the greenhouse collection of plants, 
spaces and tools of the trade.
Instructor: Daniel R. Perales
Class Fee: $85 (Members $65)



FAMILY

22 MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS    WWW.SELBY.ORG

Selby’s Summer Camp Lookout! is a full-day 
camp, designed for campers ages 6-11. Expanded 
curriculum and new activities integrate both 
science and the arts. 

With a different theme each week, mornings are 
packed with time in the great outdoors, wading 
in our waters, climbing the trees and catching 
lizards. After lunch, camp moves indoors, and 
becomes Camp Look!Art!, created to complement 
our exhibition Marc Chagall, Flowers, and the 
French Riviera: The Color of Dreams. Afternoons 

are dedicated to artistic exploration of Chagall’s 
colorful, dreamlike works: flowers, people and 
places, and the circus! 

Register for just one week, two or all three weeks. 
Registration for each week is limited to 35 campers. 
9 AM to 3 PM.  Questions? Contact us at 941-366-
5731 x273 or email schools@selby.org.

Weekly Camp Tuition: 
$200 Gardens members, $220 non-members

WEEK 1: JUNE 12-16   
MORNINGS: “Adventure Bay”
Campers will get their feet wet 
as they discover what lives in 
the estuary and learn to identify 
the fish, crustaceans and other 
creatures that make the coastal 
grass flats their home. Using 
creative and critical thinking 
skills, campers will enjoy 
activities such as fish printing, 
daily dip–net discoveries, crab 
inquiry and storytelling games.

AFTERNOONS: “Flowers and 
the French Riviera”
Complementing our current 
exhibition featuring Marc 
Chagall’s flowers and botanical 
imagery, campers will create 
floral and nature-inspired art.

WEEK 2: JUNE 19-23
MORNINGS:  
“Growing Gardeners”
Campers will get their 
hands dirty by digging into 
gardening activities, including 
designing their own butterfly 
garden and creating recycled 
wildflower paper. Daily activities 
surrounding native plants, 
epiphytes, edibles and flowers 
are designed to teach children 
gardening secrets so they’ll go 
home with a green thumb.

AFTERNOONS: 
“I and the Village”
Throughout Marc Chagall’s life, 
many of his works featured self 
portraits, landscapes, scenes of 
village life and the people he 
loved. This week, campers will 
explore self-portraiture, and 
create their own masterpieces 
featuring the places they live 
and the people they know.

WEEK 3: JUNE 26-30 

MORNINGS:  
“Rainforest Friends”
Campers will unlock the 
mysteries of the deep, dark 
rainforest, exploring the people, 
plants and animals that call this 
place home.  Make rainforest 
inspired objects, press & pickle 
plants and take field notes like a 
botanist. Learn about weird and 
wonderful creatures, great and 
small. 

AFTERNOONS: 
“Cirque du Sarasota”
Inspired by Marc Chagall’s wild 
and whimsical circus imagery, 
and celebrating Sarasota’s 
own heritage as a circus city, 
campers this week will make 
fantastic and colorful circus-
themed creations.

WEEKLY THEMES

The Rainforest 
From A-Z

MAY 4, 5, 6
10:30-11:30 amIncluded with admission, FREE for members.
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Donna Valley Russell had a passion for orchids. 
She filled a large greenhouse in her Maryland 

home with more than 500 orchid plants, and she 
was an active member of the Catoctin, Md., Orchid 
Society.

“She was infatuated with orchids,” says her son, 
James Stuart. So it was natural that during visits 
to Sarasota she was drawn to Selby Gardens, with 
its world-renowned collection of and research on 
orchids and other epiphytes. 

“Selby Gardens was one of her 
treasures to go see,” Stuart says. 
“She loved Selby because of all 
the work they do. She was awed 
by the whole thing.”

Mrs. Russell, who died in March 
2015 at age 87, never lived in 
Sarasota, but came to visit her 
friends, Erwin and Allis Edelman, 
longtime Sarasota residents 
and Gardens members, who 
introduced her to Selby Gardens. 
She developed such a strong 
attachment that she left the 
Gardens a major gift in her estate. 

“Mrs. Russell and those like her who are passionate 
about the Gardens are the torchbearers for our 
future,” said Ann Logan, Chief Development Officer 
at Selby Gardens. “The generosity of a legacy gift 
ensures that generations to come will be able to 
enjoy the natural world.”

A native of Detroit, Mrs. Russell graduated from 
Wheaton College in Massachusetts and received a 
master’s degree in education from the University 
of Michigan. She had a lifelong love of the outdoors 

and of gardening, and was certified as a master 
gardener in Michigan before moving to Maryland 
when she married George Russell. Horseback 
riding, canoeing, sailing and swimming were among 
her other pursuits.

George and Donna were both avid genealogists and 
fellows in the American Society of Genealogists, 
and together and individually published many 
books of genealogy.  One of Mrs. Russell’s books, 

published in 1990, is titled The 
Selby Families of Colonial America. 
It traces the male lines of all Selby 
families living in colonial times 
into the 1800s. While Stuart does 
not know his mother’s motivation 
for writing the book, he believes 
her interest in Selby Gardens may 
have spurred her to pursue the 
Selby genealogy. 

In fact, the book tied together 
three main drivers in her life—
writing, orchids and genealogy.

“Knowing the way she thought, 
I wouldn’t be surprised if Selby 
Gardens sparked her interest 

in writing a book about Selby family genealogy,” 
Stuart says. “Once she got onto something, she 
was like a tiger and she wouldn’t let it go.”

Members of the Marie Selby Legacy Society have 
expressed their commitment to Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens through a very special and important form 
of financial support. These donors have named Selby 
Gardens as the beneficiary of a planned gift. To learn 
more about the Legacy Society, call 941-366-5731 ext. 
266 or email tributes@selby.org

A PASSION 
FOR  

ORCHIDS
Leads to a  

Major Bequest

LEGACY
Society

MARIE SELBY
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CHAIRMAN’S  
CIRCLE

(As of December 2016)

Sponsors
Amicus Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Armour
Bank of America Client Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barancik
The Calusa Fund
The Doris M. Carter Family 

Foundation
Community Foundation of 

Sarasota County
Cruise Industry Charitable 

Foundation
Linnie E. Dalbeck Memorial 

Foundation Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Norb P. Donelly
The Frank E. Duckwall Foundation, Inc.
Drs. Andrew and Judith Economos
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas C. Elder
Frederick Derr & Company
Mr. Alfred R. Goldstein and Mrs. 

Jean Weidner-Goldstein
Gulf Coast Community Foundation
The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee
Kimley-Horn and Associates
Koski Family Foundation
Mr. Ernest R. Kretzmer
Rita B. Lamere Memorial 

Foundation Trust
Dr. Elaine E. Marieb
Michael’s On East
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne F. Seitl
William G. Selby and Marie Selby 

Foundation
Mr. Joseph A. Strosnik
The Harry Sudakoff Foundation
Ms. Pauline Wamsler Joerger
The Woman’s Exchange

Co-Sponsors
Cloud Termite and Pest Control
Mr. and Mrs. Warren J. Coville
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. William Gill
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Hollingsworth
Mr. Dale S. Kammerlohr
Mrs. Dorothea M. Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Martucci
Cornelia and J. Richard Matson
Roberta Leventhal Sudakoff 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. O. Wayne Rollins
Ms. Ruthie M. Rollins
Mr. Stuart Salenger
Schroeder-Manatee Ranch, Inc.
Mr. Peter G. Swain
Vaughn-Jordan Foundation
The Observer Group
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Watson

Patrons
Mrs. Gerri Aaron
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Bartner
The Honorable and Mrs. Vernon G. 

Buchanan
The Sybil A. Pickett Trust
The Chrisman Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Kelvin Cooper
Mr. Fritz Faulhaber* and Mrs. Ping 

Faulhaber
Ms. Carolyn Keystone and Mr. 

James Meekison
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Knapp
Mr. Marvin Kocian
Ms. Cathy L. Layton and Mr. Pete 

Russell
Marie Selby Gardens Associates
Ms. Carol L. Miller
Ms. Virginia A. Miller
Mrs. Evelyn S. Mink
Mr. and Mrs. Keith D. Monda
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory T. Mutz
Mr. Anand Pallegar
Mr. and Mrs. David T. Peirce
Charlotte and Charles Perret
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Powers
Mr. and Mrs. Scott T. Ramsey
Mrs. Alice W. Rau
Baltimore Orioles
Mr. and Mrs. Zuheir Sofia
Mr. and Mrs. Elli Streit
Mr. and Mrs. Hobart K. Swan
The Swart Family Foundation
Ms. Marcia Jean Taub
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Wurlitzer

Benefactors
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Ackerman
Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Allen
Ms. Peggy C. Allen and Mr. Steve 

Dixon
Anonymous
Ms. J. Allison Archbold, Esq and 

Mr. Hugh J. Bettendorf
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Arthur
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Baker
Mrs. Libby Besse
Mrs. Martha Donner Borthwick*
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bowles
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Carter
Mrs. Pattie B. Clendenin
Dr. Deborah E. Cohen
Tom & Katie Cornell
Ms. Carole Crosby and Mr. Larry 

Wickless
Mr. John F. Cuneo Jr.
Mrs. Bernice M. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Neil P. DeFeo
Mr. Dan Denton
Mr. and Mrs. David Denton
Mr. and Mrs. James Dewey

Mr. James E. Duffy and Ms. Julie 
N. Baker

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Elser
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Essner
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Evans
Mr. and Mrs. Martin W. Faust
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Forrester
Ms. S. Marce Fuller and Mr. Lee De 

Ovies
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gamble
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gray
Mr. David A. Hagelstein and Mr. 

Stephen Heffron
Ms. Teri A Hansen
Peter and Katie Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Hazeltine
Mr. Robert D. Hevey, Jr. and Ms. 

Constance M. Filling
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Jackson
The Patterson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Johnson
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Kreit
Dr. and Mrs. William J. Lahners
Mr. Harry Leopold and Ms. Audrey 

Robbins
Dr. and Mrs. Bart H. Levenson
D. R. Long Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Luzier
Mrs. Flora Major
Mrs. Nathalie W. McCulloch
Ms. Tre Michel and Mr. David 

Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Dillard J. Moore
Mrs. Gloria Moss
Dr. and Mrs. Philip K. Nelson
Mr. Richard E. Perlman and Ms. 

Ellen Hanson
Mr. Sandy Rederer
Williams, Parker, Harrison, Dietz & 

Getzen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Sack
Mr. and Mrs. Drayton A. Saunders
Mrs. Ina L. Schnell
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey B. Sedacca
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Van Buskirk
Mrs. Betty A. Stewart
Dr. Laurey M. Stryker and Dr. 

Charles Stryker
Ms. Jessica Swift
Mrs. Sylvia M. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Tompkins
In memory of Paul van Antwerpen
Ms. Emily A. Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Waters
Dr. and Mrs. John D. Welch
Ms. Rosemary A. Reinhardt and Mr. 

David P. Welle
Ms. Michael Ann Wells and Mr. 

Dave E. Soltis
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. West
Ms. Janet Wettlaufer and Mr. 

Donald Miller
Mr. Martin J. Wilheim
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Wise
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Wood
Ms. Judith Zuckerberg and Mr. 

George M. Kole

INDIVIDUAL AND 
CORPORATE  

DONORS
(Recognizing gifts given between 

October and December 2016)
Mrs. Deborah A. Albarran-Sotelo
Mr. Charles Albers and Ms. Julie 

Planck
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart D. Alexander
Mrs. Cecile Alexander
Allegiant Private Advisors
Mr. and Mrs. Don Ames
Amica Companies Foundation
Amicus Foundation
Ms. Sally Amundson
Mr. and Mrs. Alan G. Apfel
Ms. J. Allison Archbold and Mr. 

Hugh J. Bettendorf
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce J. Ardinger
Mr. Donald Arents and Dr. Mary 

Kasper
Argo Foundation, Inc
Mrs. Jean R. Armour
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Arthur
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Ashbrook
Mr. and Mrs. Louis D. Atkinson
Mr. and Mrs. James Baker
Ms. Maureen A. Ballinger and Mr. 

Gary Gallupe
Bank of America Client Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Barno
Ms. Barbara Barran
Ms. Rowena Jean Belez
Ms. Kathleen Bello
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Belschner
The Benevity Community Impact 

Fund
Franklin G. Berlin Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. O. Gene Bicknell
Dr. and Mrs. Michael B. Binder
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Birnbaum
Ms. Sharon C. Black Floyd
Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Blackburn
BMO Harris Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Bodycomb
Ms. Elsie S. Bracken
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Bricker
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Brown
Mrs. Martha F. Brown
Ms. E. Ann Brownell
Bunge North America Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Burton
Mr. A. Scott Bushey
Ms. Nancy S. Bushnell and Mr. 

Victor G. Reiling, Jr.
Mr. William T. Byers
Mr. and Mrs. Monty Calvert
Ms. Carol B. Camiener
Mr. Wallace Camp
Mr. and Mrs. James Cash
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cassidy
Mrs. Liz Cavedo
Rev. Gerald A. Cerank
Mrs. Kathy A. Chamberlain
Ms. Dorothy R. Chandler
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Mr. and Mrs. James Chaplin
Mr. and Mrs. P. David Charney
Ms. DeeLila Clark
Mr. and Mrs. John Clarke
Mrs. Barbara A. Cohen and Mr. 

Kevin Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Collins
Community Foundation of 

Sarasota County, Inc.
Ms. Barbara Conway
Ms. Susan J. Cook
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Cooke
Deborah M. Cooley Charitable 

Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Kelvin Cooper
Mrs. Jean Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Corcoran
Mr. Theodore L. Cover
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Crawford
Mr. Marvin R. Crepea
Ms. Jane R. Daganhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred D’Alessio
Mrs. Carol B. Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Kees Davison
Mr. Michael J. Day
Dr. and Mrs. Carlo R. De Rosa
Mrs. Christina Dell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Diamond
Mr. Bruce W. Distefano
Mrs. Sarah DiStefano
Mr. William T. Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. Gary F. Dornbush
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Dow
Mrs. Evelyn M. Downing and Mr. 

Michael R. Downing
Ms. Lorraine H. Dubee
The Frank E. Duckwall Foundation, 

Inc.
Ms. Maureen Q. Dwyer
Mr. and Mrs. Joel E. Dyckes
Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. Eckert
Mr. and Mrs. Leon R. Ellin
Elizabeth Elser Doolittle Charitable 

Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Elser
Ms. Jean W. Emery
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Evans
ExxonMobil Foundation
Mr. Kenneth K. Fake
Mrs. Karen E. Fay-Van Lindonk
Mr. John E. Feavearyear
Ms. Deborah Feldman
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Fletcher
Mr. Ronald M. Fletcher
Florida Division of Cultural Affairs
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Foss
Ms. Eva Franziska
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Friday
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Gallagher
Mrs. Jacqueline Gensemer and 

Mrs. Michelle Bryan
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Giever
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Girese
Mrs. Eugenia K. Glasser

Mr. Peter F. Goldbecker
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Golitz
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Grano
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Greenwald
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Griffee
Mrs. Barbara Grosso
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Guilford
Gulf Coast Community Foundation
Ms. Annette L. Haile
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Hamill
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Hamilton
Hamilton Foundation
Mr. Stuart A. Hammer
Ms. Teri A Hansen
Mrs. and Dr. Rosemary Harms
Mr. and Mrs. Alan E. Harvey
Mr. and Mrs. Edmond Hayden
Mrs. Janice M. Heck
Mr. Gary Helms
Ms. Sandra S. Henry
Ms. Ruth E. Herrman and Ms. 

Martha Herrman
Ms. Claire E. Herzog
Mr. Larry C. Hill
Lt. Gen. Jerome B. Hilmes
Mrs. Geraldine M. Hilmes
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hollingsworth
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Holman
Mr. and Mrs. Everette Howell
Ms. Susan Hubbell
Hudson Bayou Neighborhood 

Assoc, Inc.
IBM Corporation Matching Grants 

Program
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Infanti
Mr. and Mrs. E. Russell James
The Jewish Federation of 

Sarasota-Manatee
Mrs. Marie Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Kalgren
Ms. Margaret S. Kaminski
Mr. Dale S. Kammerlohr
Mr. Bradd D. Kaplan
Ms. Jeanne A. Katzenstein
KC Pharma Consulting, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan B. Kellogg
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Keltz
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kennedy
Mrs. Sue King
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Klauber
Ms. Fran Knabbe
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Knapp
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Knasiak
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Knopik
Mr. William Koegel
Mr. and Mrs. J. Franklin Koehler
Mr. Marechu Koether
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. 

Kolschowsky
Mrs. Jennifer Kouvant
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Kriska
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Kudick
Ms. Barbara S. Kuzmich
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Lagace
Mr. and Mrs. W. Robert LaRoe

Ms. Cathy L. Layton and Mr. Pete 
Russell

Mrs. Patricia Lenke
Mr. Howard W. Lentz Jr.
Ms. Denise H. Leschinski
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin L. Lestock
Dr. and Mrs. Bart Levenson
Ms. Melvy E. Lewis
Ms. Cynthia C. Lichtenstein
Dr. Deena Linett
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Linkous
Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Logan
Ms. Chantay N. Lubbecke
Ms. Eleanor S. Lyons
Mr. Frederick L. MacNamara
Ms. Eloise Malinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Mancini
Ms. Marianne Mandell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Mann
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory R. Mansfield
Dr. and Mrs. Louis C. Marquet
Mr. James Marsey and Rev. Ellen 

P. Marsey
Ms. Sally C. Maxwell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Mayer
Dr. Matthew McCall
Ms. Jennifer R. McCann
Mr. and Mrs. Justin D. McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. McCauley
Ms. Ellyn A. McColgan
Mrs. Nathalie W. McCulloch
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. McGarvey
Dr. Marcia P. McGowan and Dr. 

John H. McGowan
Mr. and Mrs. James H. McGuire
Mr. Thomas J. McHugh and Dr. 

Nansie A. McHugh
Mr. Mike McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce McLean
Mr. Benjamin L. Meluskey
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Merriman
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Meshad
Mrs. Margrit Messenheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur N. Meyers
Michael’s On East
Mrs. Karen S. Milam
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Milligan
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Miner
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Mitnick
Mrs. Maria R. Molnar
Mrs. Ilse Moon
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth C. Moore
Ms. Gail J. Mrkvicka
Mrs. Elizabeth F. Murphy
Ms. Maggie Murphy
Mr. Marc A. Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Carmine Napolitano
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Nathan
Neal Communities
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Neeser
New Happy Nails
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Newman Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Noble
Ms. Margaret Noble
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Norris
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Noyes

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Nugent
Ms. Susanne Olin
Mr. Thomas L. Olson and Ms. 

Elizabeth B. Fugazzi
Miss Susan M. O’Neill
Mr. and Ms. Robert Otterberg
Mr. Jiten Pandya
Dr. Sarah Pappas and Dr. George 

Pappas
Mrs. Barbara Z. Parker
Mrs. Dorothy R. Pass
Ms. Mary C. Paull and Mr. James J. 

McGovern
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Pehan
Mrs. Pamela J. Pelletier
Mr. and Mrs. Dean F. Pennebecker
Mrs. Betty Perlmutter and Mr. Paul 

W. Klein
Mrs. Betty J. Peters
Ms. Erika Peterson
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
Mrs. Carol Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Pickett
The Sybil A. Pickett Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Fredric J. Pineau
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pinter
Mr. and Mrs. Akiva F. Pipe
Mr. and Mrs. W. Archibald Piper
Mr. and Mrs. Jon S. Pohl
Mr. Neal F. Poirier
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel B. Pope
Ms. Kimberly Proctor and Ms. 

Barbara Zelley
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Mr. C. Louis Putallaz
Mr. and Mrs. Scott T. Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald L. Rayevich
Mr. Sandy Rederer and Ms. Joni 

Steinberg
Ms. Deborah L. Reinowski
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Reiter
Dr. Paul M. Resslar
Dr. Dennis A. Revicki and Ms. 

MaryLou Poe
Dr. Andrew Ricci and Ms. 

Jacqueline Muschiano
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Richard
Mrs. Constance P. Ring
Mr. and Mrs. John Robenalt
Dr. Roxanne Roberts and Dr. 

Robert Smith
Mrs. Florence Roberts
Mr. Donald R. Robinson
Ms. Ruthie M. Rollins
Mr. Robert W. Rosinsky and Mrs. 

Ruth Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Murray M. Roth
Ms. Doreen Ruppert
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan L. Rusnak
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Russell
Sarasota County Tourist 

Development Tax Revenues
Sarasota Orchid Society, Inc.
Mrs. Esther M. Schmitt
Mrs. Barbara Schwallie
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Scully Jr.
Ms. Susan H. Serling
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Mrs. Charleen Sessions
Mrs. Joan S. Shaver
Ms. Marleigh C. Sheaff and Mr. 

Stephen Bracker
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Sherry
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Shivers
Mr. and Mrs. Noel D. Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Sieve
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce E. Sing
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy G. Smalley
Mr. and Mrs. Hudson Smith
Mrs. Rose Sobel
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Sommer
The Sommer Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steven M. Spaid
Ms. Lucinda Spaney
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Spicer
Mrs. Maxine C. Spitzer
Mrs. Linda D. St Clair-Cardozo
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey D. St. John
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent P. Staley
Mr. and Mrs. Keith E. Stanley
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Stipp
Dr. Robert D. Stone and Mrs. Joy 

C. Stone
Roberta Leventhal Sudakoff 

Foundation
The Harry Sudakoff Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Sulton
Sun Bulb Company, Inc.
Ms. Janet L. Svaral
Mr. and Mrs. Joel D. Tate
Mrs. Sharon S. Taylor
Dr. Bogdana Tchakarova
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur R. Thevenin
Mr. and Mrs. Roger E. Thibault
Dr. and Mrs. Michael C. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Tom J. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Neale Tomkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Treacy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Tritschler, Jr.
Ms. Patricia Trocki
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Tucker
Ms. Elaine L. Tyburski
Dr. and Mrs. Dean F. Uphoff
Mr. Al Usack
Vaughn-Jordan Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Vavra
Mrs. Sybil P. Veeder
Ms. Andrea Verier
Mr. Stanley Vickers
The VLG Foundation
Ms. Anne Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Wallace
Ms. Betty Walls
Walmart Corporate Giving
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Walocko Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Watson
Ms. Joanne J. Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Leigh R. Weiner
Ms. Gisela Weinland
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Weiss
Mrs. Mildred Weissman
Mr. and Mrs. William Weldon
Ms. Katherine M. Werner
Mrs. Barbara Wetzel

Scott R Wheaton Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Wheaton
Mrs. Kathryn Wheeler and Ms. 

Philippa Le
Mr. Carl J. Wild
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Wilson
Ms. Mary Winckler
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. Winters
Mr. Peter D. Wolfson and Ms. Laura 

L. Butterfield
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Wood, Jr.
Wood Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Woods
Ms. Jane Y. Woods
Ms. Joan B. Wright
Mrs. Frances F. Wurlitzer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Yamin
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis I. Yoder
Ms. Mary Younglove and Mr. 

Leonard Tavormina
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn R. Zastrow
Ms. Gulnar Zolotukhina
Ms. Judith Zuckerberg and Mr. 

George M. Kole

GIFTS IN KIND
(Recognizing gifts given between 

October and December 2016)
A Savory Palate
Aleta Chrisman and Paul Bolton
Amore Restaurant
Angelo’s Restaurant
Antoine’s Restaurant
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Armour
Baltimore Orioles
Bath & Racquet Club
Ms. and Mr. Marie Baumann
Beneva Flowers & Gifts
Bettina and Christiaan von Walhof
Bird Key Yacht Club
Blue Rooster
Ms. Aleta Chrisman and Mr. Paul 

E. Bolton
Bon Bon Vintage
Bonefish Grill
Ms. JoAnn Bresch
Cafe Barbosso
Carmel Kitchen & Wine Bar
Casa Smeralda
Mrs. Cheryl M. Cason
Cason Household
Chianti Cucina, Inc.
Columbia Restaurant
Crow’s Nest
Mr. Joe DiMaggio Jr.
Drunken Poet Cafe
Dry Dock Waterfront Grill
Dutch Valley Restaurant
Mr. Marc Ebling
Economy Tackle
Elysian Fields
Empire Ballroom
Essentials of Sarasota
Euphemia Haye
Evelyn and Arthur, Inc

Fleming’s Steakhouse
Florida Studio Theatre
Flowers By Fudgie
Founders Club
Fresh Start Cafe
Ms. Courtney Futch
Ms. Joni Horrow
John Kwartnik and Lera Juno 

Kwartnik
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Kwartnik
Ker’s Wing House
Key Chorale
Key Sailing
Ms. Sigrid Kleinerman
Mr. Roy LaLone
Lazy Lobster of Longboat
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Loughlin
Mrs. Mary Lou Loughlin
Madfish Grill
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Mancini
Marianne and Douglas Weiss
Mary Lou and John Loughlin
Ms. Dana Mason
McCurdy’s Comedy Theatre
Mrs. Wendy McWhorter
Michael’s On East
Millie’s Restaurant
Morton’s Gourmet Market
Mr. John Patti
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Peter
Phillippi Creek Oyster Bar
Pittsburgh Pirates
Pizza SRQ
PleasureFlorida Segway Tours
Ms. Forrest Richards
Rico’s Pizzeria
Rugs As Art
Sally Trout Interior Design
Sara Bay Country Club
Sarasota Architectural Salvage
Scout & Molly’s Boutique
Seasons 52
Serbin Printing
Serving Spoon
Sharky’s on the Pier
Shore Diner
Simon’s Coffee House
South Florida Museum
Spice & Tea Exchange
Spider Lily Finery
Suncoast Environmental Group, Inc.
Sweet Tomatoes
TCBY
The Rosemary
The Table
Tommy Bahama
Mr. and Mrs. Susan Upton
Van Wezel Foundation
Venice Theatre
Village Cafe
Ms. Alyssa Voight
Mr. and Mrs. Christiaan G. von 

Walhof
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Weiss
Woman’s Exchange
Word of Mouth
WUSF Public Media

TRIBUTES
(Recognizing gifts given between 

October and December 2016)

Tree Dedications
In Memory
in memory of Beatrice Alexander
Mrs. Molly A. Schechter
in memory of Mr. Michael 

Rosenblum
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory A. White
Michael Saunders & Company

Memorial Benches
In Honor
in celebration of Elva’s 80th 

Birthday
Dr. and Mrs. Israel F. Abroms

In Memory
in memory of Mrs. Lois Barshell-

Travers
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rosenblum
in memory of Mr. W. Dean 

Trautman and Mrs. Jean B. 
Trautman

Mrs. Jean B. Trautman
in memory of Mr. Stephen V. 

Wilberding
The Z Foundation

Memorial 
Contributions
in memory of Grace Sanderson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sanderson
Mr. James W. Sanderson
in memory of Mr. Stephen V. 

Wilberding
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Jackson
V.C. Wilberding Memorial Fund
in memory of Mrs. Carrie Carnes-

Kemper
Bikram Yoga Centreville
in memory of Ruth E. McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Justin D. McCarthy
in memory of Ross Branca
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Jackson

Honorarium 
Contributions
in honor of Mrs. Margery Barancik
Mrs. Michelle Kapreilian
in honor of Kathleen and James 

Dewey
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory R. Mansfield
in honor of Mrs. Lisa Evans Schanz, 

Christmas 2016
Mr. and Mrs. David Berensfeld
in honor of Bruce K. Holst
Dr. Paul M. Resslar
in honor of Ms. Maria Keeney
Mrs. Diana Keeney
in honor of Mrs. Ann E. Logan
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Wurlitzer
in honor of Mr. Glenn Metheny
Judge Caryl Privett
in honor of Mrs. Melissa H. Myers
Mr. Marc A. Myers
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in honor of Fred and Rita 
Richman’s wedding anniversary

Mrs. Joan W. Kelly
in honor of Ms. Emily A. Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Rutstein
in honor of Mrs. Margaret P. Wise
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Rutstein

Butterfly Garden 
Walkway Bricks:
In Honor
in honor of John and Kathy 

Conaway for Christmas
Ms. Lauren Conaway
in honor of Bill and Emily Danner
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Loder
in honor of the Upchurch Family
The Ritz-Carlton
in honor of CJ and Carli’s wedding
Ms. Cathy McGrain
In honor of Matt and Natalie’s 

wedding
The Green Boutique Ladies

In Memoriam
in memory of D. Duncan Arnold
Mrs. Amanda Arnold and Ms. 

Alison Arnold
in memory of James D. Bard
Elaine E. Bard Trust
in memory of Elaine E. Bard
Elaine E. Bard Trust
in memory of Mrs. Ellen M. Bard
Mr. Robert Stiratelli and Ms. Allison 

Bard
in loving memory of Jennifer Erin 

Fossum
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Fossum

in memory of Mr. Robert C. 
Hendrickson

Ms. Joan C. Minoff and Mr. Douglas 
Sharpe

in memory of Ralph “Jack” Jaret
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jaret
in memory of Rita J. Roche
Mrs. Amanda Arnold and Ms. 

Alison Arnold
in memory of James F. Roche
Mrs. Amanda Arnold and Ms. 

Alison Arnold

CONTRIBUTING 
MEMBERS

(Recognizing gifts given between 
October and December 2016)

New Stewards
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Nimtz
Ms. Marjorie L. Pflaum
Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Tilden
Dr. Dennis A. Revicki and Ms. 

MaryLou Poe
Mr. and Mrs. C. Martin Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Essner
Ms. Marce Fuller and Mr. Lee De 

Ovies
Mr. John W. Bean and Mrs. 

Alexandra Jupin-Bean
Cdr. John W Cane
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. Buckley
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Degnan
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. James Oates
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Mitchell
Jennifer and Robert Rominiecki
Carol and Charles Hamilton

Mr. Arlan Clayton and Ms. Dale 
Horwitz

Mr. and Mrs. James I. Uihlein
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Schechter
Dr. and Mrs. Philip K. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Julian R. Hansen
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Brunckhorst
Mr. and Ms. Gregory T. Mutz
Mrs. Mollie B. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Scharf

New Patrons
Ms. Betsy Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Ozdoba

New Family Members
Mr. and Mrs. David Starr
Mrs. Rebecca Reilly
Dr. Maureen Soderberg
Ms. Susana Ramlie
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Russo
Mr. and Mrs. John Nash
Dr. Wilhelmine Wiese-Rometsch 

and Mr. Martin Rometsch
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Romanus
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Brownell Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Finney
Ms. Connie Belmont
Mr. and Mrs. M. David Snowise
Mr. Richard Deuble
Dr. and Mrs. Dustin Lee
Mr. Evan N. Berlin
Mrs. Mary Surlak-Ramsey
Ms. Casey Navarro and Mr. Jesse 

Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Halloran
Dr. Therese Whitt
Dr. Rosalie Moreo

Mr. and Mrs. David Gage
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Stuart
Mr. and Mrs. David Zaron
Mr. and Mrs. Robert McCaa
Mr. and Mrs. Jed Swanson
Mr. David H. Goldstein
Mrs. Donna Dodd
Mrs. Melissa McDermott
Mrs. Lauren Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Farrell
Mr. Charles Krips
Ms. Melanie Stern
Dr. and Mrs. David Watkins
Mr. Chad Sollenberger
Mrs. Ildiko Toth
Dr. and Ms. Kip Becker
Dr. and Mrs. Barry A. Reich
Mrs. Alyshia Barr
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lindell
Ms. Mariel McRae
Mr. Robin Young
Mrs. Kim Clay
Mrs. Simona Busuioc
Rev. and Mrs. Wes Bixby
Ms. Constance Cooper-Fobes
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Deuitch
Mr. Reid Roak
Mr. and Mrs. Josef Rill
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Schmitt
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Hudson
Mrs. Debra Shafer
Mr. Max Klauber
Mr. and Mrs. Rod Nafziger
Mrs. Lisa Henson

Investments made in Selby Gardens by 
corporate partners help us accomplish our 
mission of conservation, botanical research, 
education and beautiful display of the 
Gardens’ world-class collection of living and  
preserved plants. 

To become involved, or for more information, 
contact Amy Miller, Corporate Relations, at 
amiller@selby.org

corporate
PARTNERSHIPS

THANK YOU
       to our inaugural corporate partners. 
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LEBANON JUNCTION, KY

•

Celebrate the 4th of July 
at beautiful Selby Gardens. 

Listen to live music, savor the 
All-American favorites and 

enjoy the fireworks!  
Selby Experience tickets 

available.

SUMMER AT 
SELBY GARDENS

RETURNS!

6 WEEKS • 10 AM - NOON
JUNE 10-JULY 15

Cool off with water activities, slides and games in the shade of 
 the iconic Selby Gardens banyan trees.

FREE to members. Included with regular admission. Under 3 free.

Selby’s Summer Camp Lookout! 
is a full-day camp, designed for 
campers ages 6-11. Expanded 
curriculum and new activities 

integrate both science 
and the arts. 

JUNE 12-30

JULY 14
Dinner festivities and a 
performance by Tangi 

Colombel.

A PROGRAM OF


